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of the Maritime Provinces, first in Nova Scotia, then
in New Brunswick and Prince Edward Island. The
principle involved was, as it always is, that of the pub-
lic and non-sectarian school for all children with no
regard for differences in religious beliefs where instruc-
tion would be given only in the English language.
Catholics as well as French-speaking Acadians were
permitted, but only under certain conditions, to have
and to maintain religious and bilingual schools at their
own expense. Repeated appeals to the federal govern-
ment, lawsuits and petitions, brought no practical
result. In the long run, only the slightest concessions
were made which in no way repaired the injustice com-
mitted nor ended the resistance of those who suffered
from it.

Inspired by the same fanaticism, or the same
ignorance, the same scenes were repeated in all the
western provinces. To all the more or less specious
arguments which the partisans of the single school
invoked in the eastern provinces, the English-speaking
majority added one which was inspired by the presence
of thousands of immigrants of every language and
every religion. The province of Quebec, so ran this
argument, was a kind of reservation where French and
Catholics, having in their favour the weight of num-
bers, had nothing to fear for their language or their
religion. But the West must not become another
Quebec. Each in its turn, the provinces of Manitoba,
Saskatchewan, and Alberta, relying on the authority
of their respective legislatures and on the Act of 1867
which had proclaimed the autonomy of the provinces
in all matters concerning public education, either
limited, or completely suppressed the teaching of